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                          Open Society Foundations
A G E N D A
What Future for Democracy and Civil Society
October 6-8, 2011

Ani Plaza Hotel

Yerevan, Armenia

October 6 - Day 1: 
	9:00 – 9:30 


	Opening remarks by organizers 

Mary Frances Lindstrom, Director, East East: Partnership Beyond Borders Program, OSF UK 

Yervand Shirinyan, Program Director, Human Rights and Governance Grants Program (HRGGP), OSF-Budapest

Hrayr Ghukasyan, Board Chair, OSF-Armenia 

Alex Sardar, Chief of Party, Counterpart International Armenia

	9:30 – 11:00 
	Plenary Session 1: The nature of democratic governance today: beyond the conventional categorizations of political regimes

Moderator: Yervand Shirinyan, Program Director, Human Rights and Governance Grants Program (HRGGP), OSF-Budapest

· Democratic ideals and realities in illiberal democracies  

· Dictators’ club: new survival strategies amid popular revolutionary uprisings 
· The Impact of the Economic Crisis on Global Trends in Democratization
· Middle East: lessons learnt 

Speakers: 
- Alain Deletroz, Vice President (Europe), International Crisis Group

- Gordana Jankovic, Director, Media Program, OSF-London
- Jeff Goldstein, Senior Policy Analyst, Eurasia, OSF-Washington, D.C.

- Rayna Gavrilova, Deputy Director of International Operations, OSF-New York


	11:00 – 11:30
	Coffee break



	11:30 – 13:00
	Plenary Session 2:  Civil society’s role in advancing public interest: are we having any tangible impact? 

Moderator: Jacqueline Hale, Senior Policy Analyst, EU External Relations, OSF – Brussels
· CS monitoring and advocacy initiatives as a tool against government’s formal trappings of democracy

· Fostering civic and political participation: challenges and opportunities  
· The relationship between the civil society and the public 

Speakers:
- Alex Sardar, Chief of Party, Counterpart International Armenia 
- Goran Buldioski, Program Director, Think Tank Fund, OSF-Budapest
- Iva Dobichina, Senior Policy & Advocacy Officer, OSF-London
- Krassimir Kanev, Chairman, Bulgarian Helsinki Committee 


	13:00 – 14:30
	Lunch

	14:30 – 16:00
	Plenary Session 3: European integration and the democratization agenda: patterns and challenges

Moderator: Alain Deletroz, Vice President (Europe), International Crisis Group
· European Neighborhood Policy, Eastern Partnership, Association Agreement – what is Europe’s agenda? Can “more for more” manage the underperformance of the existing neighborhood policies and integration strategies?

· ENP as an alternative to enlargement or a new strategy of “transformational diplomacy”: the geopolitical implications of the ENP 

· The EU’s new position/role in a “post-Western world” 

Speakers:
- Dace Akule, Center for Public Policy “Providus,” Riga, Latvia

- Jacqueline Hale, Senior Policy Analyst, EU External Relations, OSF – Brussels
- Onno Simons, Head of the Political, Economic, Press and Information Section Delegation of  the European Commission to Armenia
- Srdjan Djurovic, Director of the Center for Applied European Studies

	16:00 – 16:30
	Coffee break

	16:30 – 17:00
	Closing remarks


October 7- Day 2: Working Sessions 

	
	Human Rights
This session will feature the international organizations and civil society representatives who will reflect on the steps taken globally to promote and guarantee human rights on the ground
	Accountability and Transparency
This session will discuss the efficiency of initiatives and tools geared towards more sustainability and democratization, and the practical challenges civil society encounters in raising issues about  government transparency and accountability


	Democratic Institutions and Legitimate/Good governance structures 

This session will focus on declining public confidence in such key institutions and processes as the media, courts, elections and its outcomes, as well as growing discontent with polarization between the government and  the people 



	9:30 – 11:00
	Session 1: The role of international community in promoting HR (part 1)

Moderator: Yervand Shirinyan, HRGGP, OSF-Budapest 
· Daniel Hastings, Transnational Crime Affairs Officer, US Embassy 
· Carel Hofstra, Deputy Head of Office, OSCE Office in Yerevan 

· Silvia Zehe, Special Representative of Secretary General, Council of Europe 
· UN Representative (TBC)

	Session: 1: International Financial Institutions: Friend or Foe
Moderator: Iva Dobichina, Senior Policy & Advocacy Officer, OSF-London 
· Edik Baghdasaryan, Head "Investigative Journalists" NGO, Editor-in-Chief  Hetq Online, Armenia
· Representative of World Bank, Armenia (TBC)
· Toby Mendel, Executive Director, Center for Law and Democracy, Canada
· Valeriu Razlog, Head of EBRD office in Armenia (TBC)


	Session 1: The Role of Mass Media

Moderator: Aram Abrahamyan, Editor-in-Chief, “Aravot” daily
· Gordana Jankovic, Media Program Director, OSF-London
· Janis Juzefovics, researcher, Latvia  
· Manana Aslamazyan, Program Director, Alternative Resources in Media, Armenia 

· Remzi Lani, Executive Director, Albanian Media Institute, Board Chair, OSF-Albania
· Vyacheslav Abramov, Freedom House, Kazakhstan  


	11:00 – 11:30 
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break

	11:30 – 13:00
	Session 2 :  The role of international community in promoting HR (part 2)
Moderator: Rachel Denber, Deputy director of Human Rights Watch Europe and Central Asia division
· Arman Danielyan, SPT representative from Armenia, President, Civil Society Institute

· Arthur Sakunts, Director, Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly – Vanadzor Office
· Ketevan Khutsishvili,  Executive director, OSGF-Georgia 

· Philip Leach, Director, European Human Rights Advocacy Center, based at London Metropolitan University 

	Session 2: Transparency and Accountability of Public Spending

Moderator: Zuzana Wienk, Director, Fair Play Alliance, Slovakia

· Juan Pablo Guerrero, International Budget Partnership

· Iryna Petrenko, DIXI Group, Ukraine 
· Kristaps Petermanis, Transparency International, Latvia

	Session 2: Civil Society Engagement in Securing Transparent and Democratic Elections 
Moderator: Alex Sardar, Chief of Party, Counterpart International Armenia 

· Arevhat Grigoryan, Expert, Yerevan Press Club  

· Tamar Kirvalidze, The International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy  (ISFED), Georgia
· Varuzhan Hoktanyan, Executive Director, Transparency International Anti-Corruption Center-Armenia 

· Vassiliy Klimakov, “Youth KZ”,  Kazakhstan


	13:00 – 14:30
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch

	14:30 – 16:00
	Session 3: Lessons learnt from over a decade of HR monitoring

Moderator: Michael Hall, Caucasus and Central Asia, Regional Director, OSF

· Avetik Ishkhanyan, Chairman, Armenian Helsinki Committee
· Emily Martinez, Rights Initiatives Director, OSF-D.C.
· Nino Gobronidze,  Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association 
· Krassimir Kanev, Chairman, Bulgarian Helsinki Committee
· Rachel Denber, Head of the European Division, Human Rights Watch

	Session 3: Impact of large-scale development projects

Moderator: Goran Buldioski, Program Director, Think Tank Fund, OSF-Budapest
· Jacqueline Hale, Senior Policy Analyst, EU External Relations, OSF-Brussels
· Levon Barseghyan, Chairman, “Asparez” Journalists’ Club, Armenia 

· Stephen Brager, Head of Democracy and Governance Office,  USAID Armenia 
· Toby Mendel, Executive Director, Center for Law and Democracy, Canada

	Session 3: Right to Fair Trial: Integrity of Courts

Moderator: Carel Hofstra, Deputy Head of Office, OSCE Office in Yerevan 
· Artak Zeynalyan, Human rights Lawyer 
· Hrayr Ghukasyan, Associate Professor, Yerevan State University 
· Narine Gasparyan, Senior Staff Attorney for Judicial Reform, ABA/ROLI
· Natalia Taubina, Director of Public Verdict Foundation, Russian Federation 


	16:00 – 16:30
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break

	16:30 – 18:00 
	Session 4: Challenges to exercising the fundamental rights and freedoms 

Moderator: Hranush Kharatyan, ethnographer, Professor, Yerevan State University, Armenia
· Anahit Harutyunyan,  Trust Social Work and Sociological Research NGO, Armenia 
· Maciej Nowicki, Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, Poland 
· Maryam Elahi, Women’s Program Director, OSF-NY
· Stepan Danielyan,  Collaboration for Democracy NGO, Armenia

	Session 4:  FOI legislation as a tool for civil society

Moderator: Emily Martinez, Program Director, Rights Initiatives, OSF-Washington, D.C.
· Alexander Kashumov, Head of Legal Team, Access to Information Program Foundation, Bulgaria
· Levon Barseghyan, “Asparez” Journalists’ Club, Armenia
· Ruta Mrazauskaite, Project Coordinator, Transparency International Lithuanian Chapter  
· Vuk Maras, Monitoring Program Director, The Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector – MANS, Montenegro
· Zuzana Wienk, Director, Fair Play Alliance, Slovakia

	Session 4: Transparency and Accountability of Parliament

Moderator: Davit Amiryan, Open Society Foundations-Armenia
· Ana Otilia Nutu, Expert Forum, Romania 
· Arsen Stepanyan, Counterpart International Armenia 
· Lusine Vasilyan, President, Mandat NGO

· Nino Gobronidze,  Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association



October 8- Day 3: Plenary Session

	10:00 – 11:45

	Final Plenary session

Moderator: Jeff Goldstein, Senior Policy Analyst, Eurasia, OSF-Washington, D.C. (TBC)
Presentations by session rapporteurs 
Open Discussion

· Challenges to international democracy promotion 

· The impossible transition: democratic change in hybrid illiberal regimes? 

· The concept of human rights as a Western gendered liberal imposition?

· Ten  strategies for improvement of the effectiveness of civil society’s work and ways forward


	11:45 – 12:00
	Closing Remarks 

Larisa Minasyan, Executive Director, OSF - Armenia

Alex Sardar, Chief of Party, Counterpart International Armenia


	12.00 – 13.30
	Lunch



